Short Story Essay
Write an essay of 500-750 words explaining the use of a single literary device within one of the short stories you read for this class.
This is not a book report. Don't tell me the story. EXPLAIN how a literary device is used in the story to build the story's overall main idea/theme/message. For example, if analyzing symbolism, explain how different symbols in the story support the theme(s) of the story, focusing one paragraph on each symbol. If analyzing characterization, explain how different characters in the story support the theme(s) of the story, focusing one paragraph on each character. If analyzing tone, explain how different tones in the story support the theme(s) of the story, focusing one paragraph on each tone observed in the story. 
**USE THE STORY, ACCIDENT (2005) by Dave Eggers**
The essay should have an introduction with a clear thesis (main idea), 3-4 body paragraphs focusing on one main point each to prove the thesis, and a conclusion.
Requirements
· At least 600 words
· Use MLA style formatting and citations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Grading Criteria
This assignment is worth 150 points and is evaluated using the following guidelines:
1. Basic Requirements (20 Points)
· Does the paper reach the minimum word count (500 words) and not go over the maximum word count (750 words)?
· Is the essay formatted in MLA style?
· Does the essay cite sources in MLA style?
2. Content Development (60 Points)
· Does the essay accomplish the purpose of the assignment?
· Is the main idea clear and demonstrative of literary analysis?
· Is there enough evidence to support the main ideas of each paragraph? 
· Are the main ideas of each paragraph logically supported by the examples and evidence in each paragraph?
3. Organization (30 Points)
· Are the main ideas of each paragraph in a logical order to support the main idea of the essay?
· Are transitions used within and between paragraphs to move the reader logically to the next point?
4. Language and Mechanics (30 points)
· Are there no problems with sentence structure, such as run-on sentences, comma splices, or fragments?
· Are there no proofreading errors?
5. Overall (10 Points)
· Was the essay effective or interesting?
· Was the main idea effectively communicated?

